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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EARLY DELIVERY OF VULCAN 

THIS IS A JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

1 . WHEN I VISITED SAUDI ARABIA FOLLOWING MY JUNE VISIT TO 
TUNIS, SAUDI OFFICIALS INFORMED ME OF THEIR CONCERN THAT 
THEY HAD DUPLICATED THEIR ACQUISITION OF CLOSE-IN AIR 
DEFENSE WEAPONS, HAVING PURCHASED BOTH VULCAN AND OERLIKON. 

THE SAUDIS WERE DEBATING THEIR PROBLEM AND CONSIDERING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF TRANSFERRING ONE OF THE SYSTEMS TO ANOTHER 
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COUNTRY. SUBSEQUENTLY, PRINCE SULTAN MENTIONED TO 
SECRETARY VANCE THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO CANCEL THE VULCAN 
BUY; SULTAN INDICATED HE THOUGHT CANCELLATION COSTS WOULD 
BE MINIMAL SINCE OTHER COUNTRIES WERE BUYING VULCAN. THE 
SAUDI GENERAL STAFF HAS PROTESTED SULTAN'S ACTION AND THE 
PROBLEM IS BEING RECONSIDERED. NEVERTHELESS, THERE IS A 
POSSIBILITY THAT VULCAN SYSTEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE BY 
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JUNE 1978 FOR ALLOCATION TO TUNISIA. WHILE I REALIZE 
TUNISIANS HAVE BEEN RECONSIDERING VULCAN QUESTION, THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO REQUEST THAT YOU SEEK TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER GOT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 26 OF THESE 
VULCANS, SHOULD THEY BECOME AVAILABLE. WE LEAVE TO YOUR 
DISCRETION HOW MUCH OF THE BACKGROUND OF THIS SITUATION 
YOU RELAY TO TUNISIANS. ADDITIONAL PERTINENT INFORMATION 
FOLLOWS. 

2. SHOULD THE SAUDI VULCANS BECOME AVAILABLE AND 
TUNISIA ACCEPT THEM. THE NEW PRICE TO TUNISIA WOULD BE 
ABOUT 681.8 THOUSAND DOLS FOR EACH OF 26 SELF-PROPELLED 
VULCAN SYSTEMS VICE 695.5 THOUSAND DOLS IN THE PRESENT LOA 
FOR CASE UBQ. AVAILABILITY FOR DELIVERY WOULD BEGIN IN 
JUNE 1978 VICE DECEMBER 1980, OR ABOUT 2 1/2 YEARS 

EARLIER THAN UNDER CASE UBQ. 

3. THE MAJOR CONSIDERATIONS IN TUNISIA'S ACCEPTING 
EARLIER DELIVERY, AS WE SEE THEM, WOULD BE THE EARLIER 
REQUIREMENT FOR FUNDS AND THE NEED TO ADVANCE THE 
TUNISIAN ARMY'S VULCAN TRAINING. THERE WOULD BE NO 
REQUIREMENT TO RESUBMIT THE NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS; 

THE FORMAL CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION PERIOD FOR CASE UBQ 
EXPIRES ON 21 AUGUST AND WE WOULD BE ABLE TO OFFER THE 
AMENDED LOA TO TUNISIA SHORTLY THEREAFTER. 
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4. WITH RESPECT TO FUNDING THE POTENTIAL EARLIER 
ACQUISITION OF VULCAN, WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THERE WILL 
BE ADDITIONAL FMS CREDIT FUNDS AVAILABLE AT THE END OF 
FY 77 AND WE ARE WILLING TO SEEK INTERAGENCY APPROVAL 
FOR THE REQUIRED ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR GOT. OTHER OPTIONS 
FOR PAYMENT INCLUDE CASH OR COMMERCIAL CREDIT. THE 
SPECIFIC PAYMENT SCHEDULE UNDER THE POSSIBLE NEW OPTION 
IS BEING PREPARED AND WILL BE FORWARDED AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE SO THAT WE CAN ALL STUDY THE TOTAL FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS. 

5. SHOULD THE EARLIER AVAILABILITY MATERIALIZE AND 
TUNISIA AGREE TO ACCEPT, CONUS VULCAN TRAINING SHOULD BE 
INITIATED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 1978 TO BE PREPARED FOR 
JUNE 1978 DELIVERY. ARMY WOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE THIS 
TRAINING. SIX MONTHS WOULD PERMIT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ALL 
VULCAN PECULIAR MAINTENANCE TRAINING (FOR ABOUT 10 MEN) 
AND TRAINING OF A CADRE OF OPERATORS. TO MEET THE 
JANUARY 1978 STARTING DATE, THE MAINTENANCE SELECTEES 
WOULD HAVE TO BE ALREADY ENGLISH LANGUAGE QUALIFIED. THE 
BULK OF OPERATOR AND CREW TRAINING WOULD BE CONDUCTED 
IN-COUNTRY WITH A MOBILE TRAINING TEAM AFTER DELIVERY OF 
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THE SYSTEM. 

6. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING THE RESULTS OF YOUR 
EXPLORATION OF THIS MATTER WITH GOT OFFICIALS. AS WELL 
AS YOUR COMMENTS AND THOSE OF COLONEL DERAMUS, AS SOON 
AS FEASIBLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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